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Muhammad Mufrsin, he then gave himself up to pleasures and festivities
to such an extent that " one would say that no defeat had occurred."1
In this brief, but disastrous campaign, Tahmasp lost the greater part of
the territories that Nadir had regained for him. Ahmad Pasha, after
his victory, retook Hamadan and occupied Abhar, while 'AH Pasha,
marching via Khoi, Salmas and the southern end of Lake Urumiya, cap-
tured Maragha and Tabriz. In the south, another Turkish force invaded
Khuzistan, and took Hawiza.
Peace negotiations were then opened, which resulted, on the loth
January, 1732, in the conclusion of a treaty between Tahmasp and the
Turks on the basis that the former was to retain all the provinces which
Nadir had recaptured south and east of the Aras, together with Tabriz,
while Turkey was to hold Ganja, Tiflis, Erivan, Nakhichevan, the Georgian
kingdoms of Kakheti and Kartli, and part of Shirvan and Daghistan.
The handing back of Tabriz to Persia was very unpopular in Turkey,
but the Government was convinced that it was better to conclude a speedy
peace, at the price of Tabriz, than to protract the negotiations by insisting
upon its retention ; it feared that, if it adopted the latter course, it would
soon be confronted with the forceful Nadir in place of the feeble Tahmasp.
The Grand Vizier, who was the chivalrous and distinguished general
Topal 'Osman Pasha,2 believed that war with Persia was contrary to the true
interests of Turkey, and was mainly responsible for the decision of the
Porte to confirm the treaty ; the Sultan, however, like several of his
ministers and many of his subjects, disapproved of its terms. Unfor-
tunately for Topal 'Osman, he had made a mortal enemy of the aged, but
still very influential Hajji Bashir Agha, the Qizlar Agha, who was on the
look-out for a pretext to bring about his fall3 ; he had already made—
and unmade—a number of Grand Viziers. At the beginning of March,
1732, Topal 'Osman gave the Qizlar Agha and his other enemies the open-
ing for which they had been waiting when he became involved in a quarrel
with Lord Kinnoull, the British Ambassador, to whom he behaved with
great rudeness.4 This affair, in which Topal 'Osman did not play a very
creditable part, provided the astute Qizlar Agha with a pretext for per-
1Z.r.,fd.2i5(b).
-	Topal 'Osman., who was born in 1692, was of Greek extraction.   For details of his adventurous
career, see in particular A. de Claustre's Histoire de Thamas-Koulikan (Paris, 1743), pp. 225-
247 (Hanway appears to have derived his information from this source.).
*	The post of Grand Vizier was often unenviable and even dangerous.    In the M&moire pour
seroir d'instruction au Marquis de Villeneuve (which was given to the Marquis in August,
1728, before he left France to take up his duties at Constantinople), it was said : " . . . la
place de vizir, si elev£, est environne" de tous c6t& de precipices . . ." (This M6moirt is
in the Turkish section of the Archives des Affaires Etrangeres, Paris.)
4 Von Hammer does not display his usual accuracy in describing this incident. I have en-
deavoured to set forth the facts (which are very curious) in an article which' I contributed to
the Journal of the R.C.A.S. in October, 1936 (Vol. XXIII, Part IV).

